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PLATO log-in:  https://ple.platoweb.com 
Account login: SCAS1
User name: first initial, last name
Password:  password

· Read all the assignments below carefully. Check with your teacher if you don’t understand what to do. 
· If this is your first PLATO class, you must start with the Student Orientation.  Otherwise you may skip it.
· Many web pages throughout the tutorials require you to type an answer, click “Submit”, and self-correct.  Do all of these unless the syllabus says to skip them.
· On pages you skip, you may need to type an X in the blank assignment in order to progress to the next page.
· Remember, some pages need to be printed and handed in to your teacher.
· To access Youtube links, you must sign in on the computer using the Username of GED and the Password of password.


PLATO World History B
Unit 1: Imperialism and World War I
The Rush for Empire Tutorial: 
Do all except p6 and 31-36. 
Do Mastery Test.

Imperialism in East Asia, India and the Pacific Tutorial: 
Do all except p6 and 45.  
Do Mastery Test

Imperialism in Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America Tutorial: 
Do all except p6, 10 and 33. 
After p20, read and answer the questions on the attached Primary Source: Letter from Menelik II; give to teacher. 
After p28, do the attached Genocide assignment; give to teacher. 
Do Mastery Test.


The Great War Tutorial: 
Do all except p6 and 21. 
Give your p23 answers to teacher. 
After p39 do the questions on the attached Zimmerman Note; give to teacher. 
On p44 do questions on the chart link.  
Do Mastery Test.

World War I Ends Tutorial:   
After p17 do the questions on the attached Treaty of Versailles Primary Source; turn in to teacher. 
After p23, do the attached John Maynard Keynes assignment; turn in to teacher.  
When you reach p29, instead of the video on the page, watch these youtubes:
 
[bookmark: _tunqu3vpzyhr]Duke Ellington and his Orchestra - Take The A Train (1962)    [official video]   StoryvilleRecords
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6mFGy4g_n8 

[bookmark: _zdw7njan36h4]Fats Waller I´m gonna sit right down and write myself a letter
[bookmark: _2kdc3e5e024g]
[bookmark: _bzcw3urvu7pp]Zedupoca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZZRAU3DeOo 


Unit 2:   World War II
Between the Wars Tutorial:  
Do all. On p 6 think about the questions.
After p 23, watch this youtube:
[bookmark: _1l2s22rkr9p]More Than Gold: Jesse Owens and The 1936 Berlin Olympics - Trailer	NBC Sports 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yf6ryOWfYN4&list=PLm3MksY821P5YbALtWak3G-A_v1bbmeqm&index=25 
 After p38 answer the questions on the attached Need for Progress (Stalin) paper. 
On p51, give your answers to your teacher. 
Do Mastery Test
War Breaks Out Tutorial: 
Do all except p 50.
On p6, write out your answers regarding a free press; give to teacher. 
After p 13, watch this youtube:
Kristallnacht: Night Of Broken Glass         Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y0uwd9QAYE      
On p14, answer questions in Paragraph 2 on paper; give to teacher.    
On p 44, answer the questions about immigrants; give to teacher. 
Do Mastery Test.
The War in Europe and the Pacific Tutorial: 
Do all except p 50. 
On p 6 do the first paragraph only. 
Skip the reading on p11 and watch this youtube instead:
[bookmark: _fb8g66qndgdo]President Franklin D. Roosevelt Declares War on Japan (Full Speech) | War Archives
[bookmark: _jcvonot5ppnn]
[bookmark: _nsptdvg8ptnj]War Archives
[bookmark: _2pv6gtngfoyx]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lK8gYGg0dkE  
 After p 14, watch this youtube:
[bookmark: _9c30nh8pkipc]The Story behind Rosie the Riveter  eatmeraw01     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3461S5YtKM 
Do Mastery Test.
The Holocaust and Other Atrocities Tutorial: 
Do all except p 17. 
On p6 write answers about the Wiesel quote; give to teacher. 
On p24 do the same for the Niemoller poem. 
After p26, go to the Elie Wiesel link; read and watch:   Elie Wiesel dead at 87; survived Holocaust, won Nobel - CNN
https://www.cnn.com/2016/07/02/world/elie-wiesel-dies/index.html 
On p47, answer Parts A, B, and C. 
Do Mastery Test.
The Allies Win Tutorial:  
Do all. 
On p32 answer questions; give to teacher. 
On p52, answer Question 2, Parts A and B and Question 3. 
Do Mastery Test.
Unit  2 Activity: 
Read pgs 1-5 and then go to the Navajo Code Talkers link; read and watch:  Navajo Code Talkers, True Heroes
navajocodetalkersadmin on March 29, 2014 - 10:00 am in Videos
https://navajocodetalkers.org/navajo-code-talkers-true-heroes/   

For extra credit, answer the questions on the attached Two World Wars worksheet and give to teacher. 

Unit 3:  Communism and the Cold War
The Rise of Communist Governments Tutorial: 
Do all except p6, 20, 33. 
On p25 do A and B. 
On p28 do A and B. 
Do Mastery Test.
The Cold War Heats Up Tutorial:
 Do all except p30 and 31. 
On p15 do A,B,C; give to teacher. 
Do Mastery Test.
The Cold War Spreads Tutorial: 
Do all. Take your time; it’s difficult reading! 
Do Mastery Test.
The Cold War Ends Tutorial: 
Do all. 
After p39, watch this youtube. It is 37 minutes long; watch at least 15 of it.  
[bookmark: _rikruhz1yl1]Van Cliburn - Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 1, B-flat minor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qROema2MDI  
Then on p 40 answer Part A Question 2. 
Do Mastery Test.

Unit 4:  A Changing Globe
The End of Empires in Asia Tutorial: 
Do all except p6 and 38. 
On p 46, do A and B but for ONE nation only, not two. 
Do Mastery Test.
Modern China Tutorial: 
Do all except p19. 
After p18, answer the questions on the attached No Tears for Mao worksheet; give to teacher.
On p 37, do A and B; give to teacher.  
Do Mastery Test.
Decolonization in Africa Tutorial: 
Do all except p6 and 19.  
After p33 watch this youtube.  
Desmond Tutu and the Apartheid        Kryke92
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeVtTOFxNWQ  
After p37 watch this youtube:  Nelson Mandela at the United Nations         United Nations 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOr4F2eNDq8  
  On p39 do A and B; give to teacher. 
On p48 do Question 1 and Question 2 A. 
Do Mastery Test.  
Revolution and Reaction in the Americas Tutorial: 
Do all except p46. 
On p41 answer questions; give to teacher. 
After p 48 watch this youtube:  Don't Cry For Me Argentina - Madonna  Ένας αγέρας

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEMUsC8ppU0  
 Do Mastery Test.
Nationalism in the Middle East tutorial: 
    Do all except p6 and 45.
    Do Mastery Test.


Unit 5:   The Contemporary World
	Economic Globalization Tutorial: 
Do all. 
Do Mastery Test.
A Global Society Tutorial: 
Do all except p13. 
Give p37 answers to teacher. 
Do Mastery Test.
Terrorism Tutorial: 
Do all. 
For p6 you need to interview your teacher and then turn in the paper copy of interview to her/him. 
On p41 do Parts A and B. 
Do Mastery Test.  
Science and Technology in a Changing World Tutorial: 
Do all except p6, 13, 26. 
Do Mastery Test. 
Then answer the questions on the last worksheet Epilogue Questions; give to teacher. 

Unit 5 Activity: Do p 5 but not p 6 (press release).

	





[image: ]
GENOCIDE ASSIGNMENT

Unit 1:
Tutorial: Imperialism in Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America

Look up online the official, legal definition of genocide as determined by the Genocide Convention of the United Nations Assembly.  Read it carefully. Explain the definition below in your own words.  
Do all countries in the UN abide by this definition?  
What are the penalties for commission of genocide?
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JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES 

Unit 1
Tutorial: World War I Ends

On p.21, the historian ends her video by reminding us of John Maynard Keynes’ theme… ”We’re all in it together”.  
Review the video and then answer the question below.
What was the “it” he was referring to?  
What worried him about next steps after the end of World War I?  
How does his theme apply to our world today?
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Epilogue Questions:

1. Describe two ways in which the revolution in electronics has changed the world: 


a). 



	 b). 



      2.   Discuss three effects of air pollution on the environment:


	a).




	b).




     3.    Name two factors that have contributed to famine in Africa


	a).



	b).







4.     What are the IMF and the World Bank?

	IMF:


	World Bank:



5.    What makes terrorism frightening to so many people?





6.    How has the UN attempted to protect the rights of children?

























World History B 
Record Sheet/Student Grades  -  Name: ______________________________

	UNIT 1: 
Imperialism and World War I
	Date
	Hrs.
	Grade
	Teacher Initial

	Primary Sources Tutorial
	
	
	
	

	The Rush for Empire Tutorial 
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	Imperialism in East Asia, 
India and the Pacific Tutorial 
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	Imperialism in Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America Tutorial
· Worksheet “Primary Source: Letter from Menelik II”
· Worksheet “Genocide Assignment”
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	The Great War Tutorial 
· Page 23
· Worksheet “Zimmerman Note” 
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	World War I Ends Tutorial   
· Worksheet “Treaty of Versailles Primary Source”
· ”John Maynard Keynes assignment”
· Duke Ellington video
· Fats Waller video
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	







	UNIT 2: World War II
	Date
	Hrs.
	Grade
	Teacher Initial

	Between the Wars Tutorial  
· Jesse Owens Video 
· Worksheet 
    “Need for Progress (Stalin)”
· Page 51
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	War Breaks Out Tutorial 
· Page 6t
· Kristallnacht Video
· Page 14, Paragraph 2 questions
· Page 44, questions about immigrants 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The War in Europe and the Pacific Tutorial 
· FDR video
· Rosie the Riveter video
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The Holocaust and Other Atrocities Tutorial 
· Page 6, Wiesel quote
· Page 24, Niemoller poem. 
· Elie Wiesel Video 
· P47, Parts A, B, and C. 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The Allies Win Tutorial  
· Page 32 
· Page 52, Question 2, 
    Parts A and B and Question 3.
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	Unit 2 Activity: 
Navajo Code Talkers link
	
	
	
	

	Extra Credit: 
Worksheet “Two world Wars”
	
	
	
	



	UNIT 3: 
Communism & The Cold War
	Date
	Hrs.
	Grade 
	Teacher Initial

	The Rise of Communist Governments Tutorial 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The Cold War Heats Up Tutorial
·  Page 15, A,B,C; 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The Cold War Spreads Tutorial 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	The Cold War Ends Tutorial 
· Van Cliburn video
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	



	Unit 4:  A Changing Globe
	Date
	Hrs
	Grade
	Teacher Initial

	The End of Empires in Asia Tutorial 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	Modern China Tutorial 
· Worksheet “No Tears for Mao”
· Page 37, A and B
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	Decolonization in Africa Tutorial: 
· Desmond Tutu video
· Nelson Mandela video
· Page 39, A and B
· Mastery Test  
	
	
	
	

	Revolution and Reaction in the Americas Tutorial: 
· Page 41 
· “Evita” video
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	Nationalism in the Middle East Tutorial 
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	




	Unit 5:  
The Contemporary World
	Date
	Hrs.
	Grade 
	Teacher Initial

		Economic Globalization Tutorial 
· Mastery Test.
	
	
	
	

	A Global Society Tutorial 
· Page 37 
· Mastery Test
	
	
	
	

	Terrorism Tutorial 
· Page 6 Teacher 9/11 Interview
· Mastery Test  
	
	
	
	

	Science and Technology in a Changing World Tutorial 
· Mastery Test. 
· Worksheet “Epilogue Questions” 
	
	
	
	

	Unit 5 Activity: Page 5 
	
	
	
	




	FINAL  
	Date
	Hrs.
	Grade
	Teacher Initial
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Name

Date

PRIMARY SOURCE Letter fI’OIIl Menelik II

From 1889 to 1913, Emperor Menelik Il ruled Ethiopia, the only African nation to

Section 2

resist colonization. He wrote the following letter ta the caliph of the Sudan to
express his opposition to European expansion and his desire to strengthen his

alliance with the Sudan. How did Menelik Il intend to resist European attempts

to colonize his country?

P

his is to inform you that the Europeans who

are present round the White Nile with the
English have come out from both the east and the
west, and intended to enter between my country
and yours and to separate and divide us. And I,
when I heard of their plan, dispatched an expedition,
sending detachments in five directions. The group
[of Europeans] who are near are the English and
the French, who are located in the direction from
which the Belgians came. And do you remember
when I sent to you Kantiba Jiru, you wrote to me
by him that you have men in the direction from
which the Belgians came?; and I ordered the chiefs
of [my] troops that if they met with them, they
were to parley with them and explain [my] intention.
And now I have ordered my troops to advance
towards the White Nile. And perhaps [if] you heard
the news from merchants or from others you might
misunderstand my action, [so now] I have written
to you so that you would understand the object [of
this expedition].

And you look to yourself, and do not let the
Europeans enter between us. Be strong, lest if the

46 Unrit 3, CHAPTER 11

Europeans enter our midst a great disaster befall us
and our children have no rest. And if one of the
Europeans comes to you as a traveler, do your
utmost to send him away in peace; and do not listen
to rumors against me. All my intention is to increase
my friendship with you, and that our countries may
be protected from [their] enemies.

from G.N. Sanderson, “The Foreign Policy of Negus
Menelik” in the Journal of African History, Vol. 5, 1964.
Reprinted in Alvin M. Josephy, Jr., ed., The Horizon History
of Africa (New York: American Heritage, 1971), 429.

Discussion Questions

Recognizing Facts and Details

1. According to Menelik II, what was the Europeans’

plan?

2. What steps did Menelik I1 take in response to
the Europeans’ plan?

- Making Inferences Based on your reading of
this letter, what can you infer about the methods

some European countries used to control African
land and peoples?

[95]

© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.
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Date

primary source 1 he Zimmermann Note
Berlin, January 19, 1917

Section 3

On January 19, 1917, Arthur Zimmermann, the German foreign secretary, sent

the following coded telegram to the German ambassador in Mexico. British intel-
ligence agents decoded the telegram and passed it on to the U.S. government.
How do you think Americans reacted when this telegram was published on

March 1?

On,the first of February we [Germany] intend
to begin submarine warfare unrestricted. In
spite of this it is our intention to keep neutral the
United States of America.

If this attempt is not successful we propose an
alliance on the following basis with Mexico: That we
shall make war together and together make peace.
We shall give general financial support, and it is
understood that Mexico is to reconquer the lost
territory in New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. The
details are left for your settlement.

You are instructed to inform the President of
Mexico of the above in the greatest confidence as
soon as it is certain there will be an outbreak of war
with the United States, and we suggest that the
President of Mexico on his own initiative should
communicate with Japan suggesting adherence at
once to this plan; at the same time offer to mediate
between Germany and Japan. -

X

A

10 Unit 4, CHAPTER 13

Please call to the attention of the President of
Mexico that the employment of ruthless submarine
warfare now promises to compel England to make
peace in a few months.

Zimmermann.

from Henry Steele Commager, ed., Documents of American
History, vol. I, (New York: Crofts, 1947), 308.

Discussion Questions

Recognizing Facts and Details

1. According to this telegram, what did the German
government decide to begin on February 1, 19177

9. What did Zimmermann propose if the United
States went to war with Germany during World
War I?

3. Predicting Outcomes If this telegram had not
been intercepted by British agents, what do you

Y

think might have happened? 7 =

© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.




image6.jpg
© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.

Name

Date

PRIMARY SOURCE Slgmng the Treaty of Versailles
by Harold Nicolson

Section 4

The Treaty of Versailles, a 200-page peace treaty between Germany and the

Allied powers, was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Great Hall of Mirrors at the
French palace of Versailles. Harold Nicolson (1886-1968), a British diplomat and
writer, observed the proceedings. As you read this passage from Nicolson’s eye-
witness account, think about his impressions of the treaty signing.

R e enter the Galerie des Glaces. . . . In the

middle there is a horseshoe table for the
plenipotentiaries [diplomatic agents]. In front of
that, like a guillotine, is the table for the signatures.
... There must be seats for over a thousand per-
sons. This robs the ceremony of all privilege and
therefore of all dignity. . . .

People step over the Aubusson benches and
escabeaux [stools] to talk to friends. Meanwhile the
delegates arrive in little bunches and push up the
central aisle slowly. . . . The table is at last full.
Clemenceau glances to right and left. . ..
Clemenceau makes a sign to the ushers. They say
‘Ssh! Ssh! Ssh!” . . . The officials of the Protocol of
the Foreign Office move up the aisle and say, “Ssh!
Ssh!” again. There is then an absolute hush, followed
by a sharp military order. The Gardes Républicains
at the doorway fash their swords into their scab-
bards with a loud click. ‘Faites entrer les Allemands
[Let the Germans come in],” says Clemenceau in
the ensuing silence. His voice is distant but harshly
penetrating. A hush follows.

Through the door at the end appear two
huissiers [ushers] with silver chains. They march in
single file. After them come four officers of France,
Great Britain, America. and Italy. And then, isolat-
ed and pitiable, comne the two German delegates.
Dr Miiller, Dr Bell. The silence is terrifying. Their
feet upon a strip of parquet between the savonnerie
carpets echo hollow and duplicate. They keep their
eves fixed away from those two thousand staring
eves, fixed upon the ceiling. They are deathly pale.
They do not appear as representatives of a brutal
militarismn. . ..

They are conducted to their chairs. Clemenceau
at once breaks the silence. "Messieurs,” he rasps, ‘la
séance est ouverte [Gentlemen, the meeting is
open].” He adds a few ill-chosen words. “We ure here
to sign a Treaty of Peace.” . . . Then St. Quentin

advances towards the Germans and with the utmost
dignity leads them to the little table on which the
Treaty is expanded. There is general tension. They
sign. There is a general relaxation. Conversation
huins again in an undertone. The delegates stand up
one by one and pass onwards to the queue [line]
which waits by the signature table. Meanwhile peo-
ple buzz round the main table getting autographs. . . .

Suddenly from outside comes the crash of guns
thundering a salute. It announces to Paris that the
second Treaty of Versailles has been signed by Dr
Miiller and Dr Bell. . . .

We had been warned it [the signing] might last
three hours. Yet almost at once it seemed that the
queue was getting thin. . . . The huissiers began
again their “Ssh! Ssh!” entting suddenly short the
wide murmur which had again begun. There was a
final hush. ‘La séanee est levée [The meeting is
closed], rasped Clemenceau. Not a word more or
less.

We kept our seats while the Germans were con-
ducted like prisoners from the dock, their eyes still
fixed upon some distant point of the horizon.
from Harold Nicholson, Peacemaking, 1919 (Constable,

1933). Reprinted in John Carey, ed., Eyewitness to History
(New York: Avon, 1987), 490492,

Discussion Questions

1. Recognizing Facts and Details Who opened
and closed the meeting to sign the peace treaty?
. Describing Mood What words or phrases
would vou use to describe the mood at the sign-
ing according to Nicolson's account?

19

The Great War 11
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Name

Date

CHAPTER

14

Section 2

PRIMARY SOURCE The Need fOl' Progress
Speech by Joseph Stalin

Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) ruled the Communist Party in the Soviet Union from

1928 until his death. One of his aims as the Soviet premiere was to tap the coun-
try’s vast economic potential. His economic plans achieved success but at an
immense human cost. Historians estimate that he caused the deaths of between
8 and 13 million people. In this speech in 1931, he invoked Russian nationalism in
an attempt to motivate a group of industrial managers.

*
bout ten years ago a slogan was issued: “Since

Communists do not vet properly understand
the technique of production, w:nce they have yet to
learn the art of management, let the old technicians
and engineers—the experts—carry on production,
and you, Communists, do not interfere with the
technique of the business; but, while not interfer-
ing, study technique, study the art of management
tirelessly, in order later on, together with the
experts who are loyal to-us, to become true man-
agers of production, true masters of the business.”

* Such was the slogan. But what actually happened?

The second part of this formula was cast aside, for
it is harder to study than to sign papers; and the
first part of the formula was vulgarised: non-inter-
ference was interpreted to mean refraining from
studying the technique of production. The result
has been nonsense, harmful and dangerous non-
sense, which the sooner we discard the better. . ..

It is time, high time that we turned towards
technique. . . .

This, of course, is no easy matter; but it can cer-
tainly be accomplished. Science, technical experi-
ence, knowledge, are all things that can be :
acquired. We may not have them today, but tomor-
row we shall. The main thing is to have the passion-
ate Bolshevik desire to master technique, to master
the science of production. . .. :

You remember the words of the pre-revolution-
arv poet: “You are poor and abundant. mighty and
impotent, Mother Russia.” Those gentlemen were
quite familiar with the verses of the old poet. They
beat her, saying: “You are abundant,” so one can
enrich oneself at vour expense. They beat her, sav-
ing: “You are poor and impotent,” so you can be
beaten and plundered with impunity. Such is the
law of the exploiters—to beat the backward and the

weak. It is the jungle law of capitalism. You are
backward, you are weak—therefore you are wrong;
hence you can be beaten and enslaved. You are
mighty—therefore you are right; hence we must be
wary of you.

That is why we must no longer lag behind.

In the past we had no fatherland, nor could we
have had one. But now that we have overthrown
capitalism and power is in our hands, in the hands
of the people, we have a fatherland, and we will
uphold its independence. Do you want our socialist
fatherland to be beaten and to lose its independence?
1f you do not want this, you must put an end to its
backwardness in the shortest possible time and
develop a genuine Bolshevik tempo in building up
its socialist economy. There is no other way. That
is why Lenin said on the eve of the October
Revolution: “Either perish, or overtake and outstrip
the advanced capitalist countries.”

We are fifty or a hundred years behind the
advanced countries. We must make good this dis-
tance in ten years. Either we do it, or we shall go
under. . . .

from . V. Stalin, Works, Vol. XIII (Moscow: Foreign
Languages Publishing House, 1953), 3851, 43—44.
Reprinted in Peter N. Stearns, ed., Documents in World
History (New York: Harper Collins, 1988), 128-129.

Discussion Questions

1. Recognizing Facts and Details What is the
meaning of the slogan in the beginning of the
speech?

. Drawing Conclusions How does Stalin define
“the jungle law of capitalism?”

. Inferring Main Idea How does Stalin attempt
to motivate the industrial managers in this speech?

&)

(o5}

Revolution and Nationalism 27




image2.jpg
© McDougal Littell Inc. Al rights reserved.

Name Date

ARy CONNECTIONS ACROSS TIME AND CULTURES THEMATIC CONNECTION:
1 6 Two Wor ld Wars POWER AND AUTHORITY
- In 1914 and again in 1939, war engulfed Europe and spread rapidly across the
Section 5 globe. Both wars were sparked by a quest for power and both ended in military

defeat for Germany and its allies, cities in ruins, and destroyed Ilves In what
uther ways were the two wars similar?

1. How did imperialism set the stage for both world wars?

a. WWI

b. WWII

.lO

International rivalries led to the creation of military alliances among the great world

powers. What military alliances pushed European nations into war?

a. WWI

b. WWII

(V&)

In both wars, Germany faced the danger of fighting one war on the Western Front
and a second on the Eastern Front. What was Germany’s military plan for fighting a

two-front war? What was the outcome?

2. WWI

b. WWII

4. Developments in science and technology made possible new types of warfare. What

new weapons and military strategies were introduced in each war?

a. WWI

b. WWII

5. In both wars, governments waged total war. How did governments suppress antiwar

activity on the home front?

a. WWI

b. WWII

6. In what other wavs were the Great War and World War T1 similar? Name at least two similarities.

World War 11 71
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PRIMARY SOURCE from No Tears fOT Mao

by Niu-Niu

Section 2

In 1966 Mao Zedong launched the Cultural Revolution in China to establish a

society of peasants and workers in which all were equal. Mao’s Red Guards, mili-
tia units made up of high school and college students, targeted those who in
some way threatened the goals of the revolution. In this excerpt from her mem-
oir, Niu-Niu describes how the Red Guards arrested her parents—actors who
publicly resisted Mao’s regime. How did Niu-Niu react to her parents” arrest?

" hat was the vear, the month, the very day. I was
in the courtyard of our house in Chengdu,
playing with my big sister, Mimi. Inside, my parents

and grandparents were quietly chatting over tea. I

remember the lovely flowers in the garden, the
light wind that caressed my cheeks—suddenly the
door flew open and a screaming hurricane roared
past me.

It consisted of about fifteen or twenty men car-
rying rifles and waving their Little Red Books. I
couldn’t understand why they broke our windows
and turned everything upside down in our house. I
cried out, horribly afraid. When I ran towards my
parents, the men formed a wall around them, beat-
ing them, screaming insults at them. I didn't under-
stand the ugly words, all I saw was that these men
were pointing their fingers at my father and mother.

“Papa! Mama!”

My stunned grandparents suddenly roused
themselves as they heard our cries. They scooped
Mimi and me into their arms, while one of the men
bellowed, “Shut up. . . "

I saw my parents stammer something under the
blows. My grandmother, suddenly panicked, put
me down hastily and tried desperately to stop these
savages. My grandfather begged them to stop, but
thev knocked him to the floor. At that point no one
was paving any attention to Mimi and me.

Tertibly frightened, I screamed. On all fours I
crawled toward my parents; one of the men picked
me up by the neck like a kitten and threw me aside.

After they had broken everything in the house,
gathered everything that could be burned—our old
paintings, books, papers, photographs—they stole
the clothes, the furs, the jewelry and the two little
golden Buddhas on the altar of our ancestors. They
even wrecked our ancestral altar.

They jerked my parents” hands high behind
their backs. and tied them there with strong cords.
Then they pushed their heads down and shaved off
all their hair.

“You're criminals!” the leader screamed.
“Counterrevolutionaries! You have to pay for your
crimes!” He gave the order to take my parents out.
But they resisted, struggling. For this their faces
were beaten bloody with belts. . . . T saw blood run-
ning from their mouths.

A final plea, one last effort. My grandparents,
Mimi and I grabbed the legs of these men to stop
them from taking our parents away. But that was
stupid. They began to beat us as if we were rabid
dogs, crushing our hands under their enormous
shoes. . . .

My memories began on that duy when I was
four years old. Ten days after I was born, on May
16, 1966, the “Great Cultural Revolution” had
erupted. From a haze of banners and ubiquitous
posters, the Red Guards had emerged, harbingers
of death. I amn haunted to this day by nightmares
from that time.’

I could not understand why my parents had to
leave, why their mouths were bleeding. Were they
hurt? Where had they gone? Why had the house
been ransacked?

from Niu-Niu, Enne and Peter Amman, trans., No Tears for
Mao: Growing Up in the Cultural Revolution (Chicago:
Academy Chicago Publishers. 1995), 1-3.

Discussion Questions

Recognizing Facts and Details

1. What different activities were Niu-Niu and her
family engaged in when the Red Guards stormed
into their house?

9. How did the Red Guards treat Niu-Niu and the
other members of her family?

3. Making Judgments What do you think of the
methods used by the Red Guards to achieve the
goals of the Cultural Revolution?
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